
Even during the coldest winters these ducks can often be found in open spots of water throughout 

Wisconsin, but are seen more frequently on open rivers and Lake Michigan.  Common Goldeneye breed in 

the boreal forest of the northern US and Canada and during migration can be found from California to 

Florida and migrate as far south as Mexico.  The Common Goldeneye population is currently holding 

steady at about one million birds but with new threats to boreal habitat in Canada there is cause for 

concern.   

 Common Goldeneyes are also known as “Whistlers,” because in flight their wings make a loud 

whistling sound. 

 An extremely hardy bird, so long as there is open water available Goldeneyes can be found in 

Wisconsin when temperatures dip well below zero, providing a unique sight during winter. 

 Prior to the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, ducks including Common Goldeneye were harvested at such 

high rates for market hunting that they would have disappeared in just a short time.  However with 

the initiation of the act, hunting seasons and bag limits were limited to restore and conserve duck 

populations as well as the waterfowl hunting culture. 
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